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INTRODUCTION.

The Society has much pleasure in presenting
this booklet to the public. It is written by Bhai
Ram Dyal, Superintendent Deputy 00§7“; rissioner’s
office, Gurdaspur. He is a descends. of Bhai
Nand Lal and the account given by him of his
great ancestor is most authentic as the facts related
have been handed down in the family from genera-
tion to generation. The public is already indebted
to the writer’s father, Bhai Megh Raj Government
Pensioner, Multan, who has putlished translations
of Bhai Nand Lal’s works in Panjabi poetry. The
Society offers its most grateful thanks to the
learned author for his kindness in handing over

this manuseript to us.

In the end a few extracts from the writings of
Bhai Nand Lal are appended to give the reader a
specimen of his poetry.

Harnam Singh M. A., B. Sc.,
Secretary,
THE SIKH TRACT SOCIETY,
Khalsa College, Amritasr.
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Nowhew in Slkh H.latO"V IS the1e janyraccount
of th-e lifg of ‘Bhait.Naud Lal exeept. int Gur Partap
Surajcby Bhai Santokh Singh, .and-that too is.wery
wriefi, .. venture to...put -before:.the t.readers
an . account .of the .life of,; Bhai. Nand .Lal as
presarved in our family and which, neatly, correg-
pounds-with ‘the essectials of . the sketeh given- by
Bhai Santokh diugh.. The aceonnt: gtvea relates, Lo
about 1700-Bilcrami era. . o Lol e
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3§ Iu. tha town qof » Ghacm An, Af.ohamstau ihme
lived Munshi Chhajun Ram,.a Khatri by, caste, who
acted as a BDiwan o the then, Nawab aof . Ghazni.
The Nawaly had every teust in.him,,and all civil
pifitary -and .revenune, departments were under his
gnidance and contral. Up to,the age of fifty years
uo.ghild of his survived for.more- than two, oy
threg. years. At fifty. one,- however,.a .son was
born to him wha was ,named. Nand Lal,, but: his

birth was . not c@labratad with any show because-
there was uo ouamutee of loud life for him.

Dr
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When Nand Lal was six years old, a Maulvj
was engaged to teach him Persian which was the
court language of the country. He also learrt
Arabic As the boy was very intelligent ang
smart, he became a good scholar even while he was
in his teens.

Diwan Ckhaju Ram was a follower of Gosain
Rama Naud, the founder of the Bairagi sect.
When Nand Lal was twelve years old, his fatuer
fixed a day for the ceremony of kanthi (wearing a
string of beads round the neck). He invited his
Guru and other Bairagies to a dinner, and many
other poor people al~o gathered together for meals
ou that occasion. Wheun every one had taken his
food, the Guru wishzd to put the string of beads
round the bov’s neck, but he refuved to put it on:
On enquiring into the cause of his refusal, the
boy said, ‘‘This necklace is of no use to-me. Jts
beads are of wood and they are £trung on a-cotton
thread, which is liable to break. Put a necklace
of Qod's Name round my neck so that 1 muay
repeat God’s Name to obtain real blie- °  When
the Guru heard this he kept the neck” . withh im
and went away to his -abode. His father scolded
h:m and advised him- to recounsider his decision
but he remained firm in his belief.* -

* See Macaullif's Sikh Religion Vol: VI Page 102.
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On the third day Diwan Chhaju Ram went
again to his Guru and eutreated him to put the
string of beads on his son. The Guru replied
“Diwan Ji, I baven’t got the particular necklace
which Nand Lal has asked for, and so it will be
better to leave him free tc select another spiritual
guide.” This silenced Chhaju Ram. He returned
home and dropped the matter for ever.

DEATH OF HIS FATHER.

Bhai Nand Lal became an accompiished scholar
of Persian and Arabic, and acquired a great
perfection in poetry. The charm of his poetry
spread his fame far and wide. When he was
uinteen, his father passed away, while his mother
had died a couple of years before. Bhsai Nand Lal
had hardly auy relations left there, except two or
three frouw: his- mother's side, for a mutual
exchauge of civilities,

When Bhai Nana Lal had performed the
funeral ceremonijes of his father according to the
prevailing customs of that country, he went to the
Nawab with_a request to granthim his father’s
post. But the Nawab said ‘*Your father.was an
old and experienced Diwan, while you are still too
young- to hold that high office. You should first
take 'up some junior post and therein gain
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experience. ;Ini-due. coursesdf time yotr will get
yonr,.father’s, post.”:, {Lhis did not:satisfy Bhai
Nand Lal. (He Jeft the -Nawab .in anger; vewing
Qever to seq him a.gaml and méde. up hist mmd< 9
leave, G,hazm for ewer:. e e

{ergt oy g

1;. "MIGRAUION T0. MULTAN- o

Piwan Chhaji’ Rahi had' possessed gleat
property and ;wgalth “wyhich(iwas ; infested with
different pEISODS at the time of hlS death. After
reulizinig all thi dues Bhal \and LaI r:onvmtml all
his pzoperty mto casb He employ ed twol fax,gk}t"u?
gervants?’ A earavan of Panhans was le‘ady to
leave for Multan "The Head of the calavan “Wak
& friend 6f Bhidl Nand LBl,b fa%klel who pfomlsed

o tals ‘Bhal Nand Lal alonv 1v1th blm to Muitan "

o 5400

Aftex,onfa'momlr the: caravan- made prepalaJ
tmns to leave for Multan and -Bhai-Nand :Lal-also’
loaded two mules with Inggage, and h1mself 19de a
thitd one and acco;npmmd by hzq s 0 Selvauts
gtarted w1th the party 5 ": o -4

a8 1 ik, T RN Rt
! Q-Ad’men-a long, ‘wearisome march, Bhai NandTal' -
reached: Multari, whe¥e he'took:leave of' the party!
and putwup with his two getvénts-in thetown: But>
as-the fown-was densely populdted, hedid ot Hke’
to reside ‘within therfourwalls: *One day he came’
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dut” 6f ‘the' Tity for a walk*towards th'é"f)euﬁ é;;‘i;@"
ifi'the open grovud in’front 6f the ‘gatd he' a5
Well closé to whiclr'there’ were* two ot %hlee houées’
ot khatrigs: He talked for 4 While with the péop

lfving there and: thén® ‘thought of/shl‘fting to tha
shxte p}ace ‘He bought sotné land: ahabuilt” o' it
{'spaciotis And’ beaxitiful ‘house for himgel?" He
jetsunded'some othier'peoplete build hotges’ 5 ine

vicinity at.d even gave money on loan to some P¢oy
men for building their houses, the;e.\ fu this way
many Hindus and Mohammadans bougbt lands,
Bilt-Houses and-begamn to settle there,: After 'dome
time the population-of - this setrlement - jner elised;’
md'iit vWas - Hdmed 4 Aglhapura,’ Bhai -Nand ' Laj‘
beidg oalled Aghu by his Ghazni: yervantes e

11> 30 R 3 I B EERTF AT ke i < 2 UKD R TR |

e \’iAR&RIAGE AT T TR

A. Ibkqtrp 1e$1dent of that qumtm Jﬁndmg{ ma
Nand Lal tojbe, yonng 'md a man of wealth and
]eamm,.,,, gave hxs dauuhtn to hlm 1n mza,mya.geI
He and.hig,. wue both- began to pass then dayg
happily. His w1t‘e was very obedient and dutlful

apd was well up in household work.
|l menR Sl S e o wURt et

i Up-to the age:of twenty.oneg he did, not believe,
i awy -particular religion. .But his, wife. and hen,
ngrents - were followers of Guru Nanak. They yll,

)

By o
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recited Guru Nanak's. hymnz., There wis a
gurdwara of a Bedi Sikh very near, which is vow.
called the Dharamsala of Bawa Kahanpat. The
parents of his wife daily went there for service and
by and by Bhai Naund Lal also began.to acquire a
taste for the Guru’s Word, and became a follower
of Guru Nanak.. He learnt Gurmukhi characters
and after some time he got much of Gurbani by
heart. g

HIS LITERARY WORKS.

Bhai Nand Lal at the same time kept himself
busy in literature and wrote many b joks in Persian..
He wrote eight books, out of which two - Tausif-o-.
Sana’ and ‘Khatma’ became very famouns. The
Tausif is wholly written in praise of the Sikh
Gurus and is a master piece of Persian style. The
Khatma is in praise of God and 18 fult of learning
and philosophy. Many people read them atd took
lessons in them as courses. My grandfather, Bhai
Jes Ram, had learnt- by heart both these. books,
and recited them daily after Rahiras, the evening
prayer.

In these days the works of Bhai Nand Lal like
other Persian books are not popular. But in the
days of Bhai Sahib these books were very famous
and as there were no Government schools mauy:
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people came to him for taking lessons in Persian.
His descendents countinned to perferm this duty
of teaching Persian to Hindus evea in the thme of
the British Government, Itis unot uncommon in
Multan to ceme across very old retived Goverument
servauts still bowing tneir heads before the window
of the room where they received their lessons in
Persian fre Bhai Jes Kam, the well-knowu
Persian s otar, and one of the deseendeunts of
Bhai Naud Lal.

THE BHAI AS A MIR MUNSHI.

In those days Multan was a part of the terri-

tory oj Kabul, aud a Governor appointed by the

. King of Kabul ruled there. When the Governor

heard about Bhai Naad Lal he called him and was

pleased to learn all about himm  He made hima his
Mir Munsui.

On account his being a good Persian scholar
asd 2 highly intellectual man, he pleased the
Governor so much that he veceived greater honour
than most of the other Munskiecs.  This roused a
grest jealousy in the wminds of his colleagues wbo
began to make false complaints against him. Bhai
Nand Lal resigned his post after five or six years?
service.
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BIRTH OF SONS & MIGRATION TO AGRA.

At the age of fo ty a son was bosn to bira who
was named Lakhpat Rai. Two years Iater another
son was born. He was named Lila Ram.

When the elder son was five years and the
younger one three years old, he got tired of
Multan, He placed his sons and wife with his
parents-in-law, and leaving a great property for
them bade good-bye to Multau. Of the two
servants he had brought from Ghazni one he leit
with his children and the other ha took along with
him. He reached Lahore and stayed there for
some days. After a passing view of amritsar and
other big towns in the way, he reached Anandpur
to pay his homage to Guru Gobind Singh. After
getting permission from the Guru he went to Agra.

In those days Bahadur Shah, the elder son of
Aurangzeb was the Governor of Agra and all this
territory was uader his enr¢-:1. Bhai Nand Lal
composed a long eulogi. = poem in praise of the
King and recited it betore the Prince in his court
The Prince was muech pleased to hear it and
enquired all about him. Bhai Nand Lal related
the whole storv of migrating from Cthazni, and
Bahadur Shah was pleased to invite him to his
court next day.
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Aacordingly Bhai Nand La! went to th2 court
~ where the Prinze offered him a seat with great
~ respact.  ‘Lne Prince talked with hira and after-
- warts oifzred the post of Mir Manshito him,
waich he accepted very gladly.

Baai Nand Lal perfovined the duties of this
important post with great integrity and diligence.
When his official uotes reached Delhi, tley were
greaily appreciated by the officials of the Imperial
Government

After some time the E:nperer Aurangzeb made
a tour to Aera, an.t he and his troops halted there.
A royal Darba: was liel'l aud many atteaded it.
The next day lectures were delivered by pr2achres
in a religious gathering and every effort. was
wade to please the Emperor.

Auraugzeb doubted the corvect interpretation
of an Ayat in Quran. He had counsulted many
learned men about it, but none coulC explain it to
his satisfaction. Sceiug a large veligious gatheviug
attended by learned men and scholsrs, he placed
that Ayat for explanation before them and every
onss tried to explain it acording to his ability, but
no one could clear the deubts of the King. ne
also asked his son, Babhadur Shah, to explain it.
He said that he would try if some time was given
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to him. The Ring allowed him eight days and the
meeting was dispersed.

Bahadny Shah thought over that Ayat, but
he could not arvive at any satisfactory explana-
tion. He sent for Qazis and Maulanas aund even
they conld not interpretit correetly. Bahadur Shah
vowed not to eat and drink uatil he got a solution.
Bhai Nand Lal inquired into the cause of his
dejection, and Babadur Shah related to him the
whole story. Bhai Nand Lal said that it was an
ovdinarv thing. He interpretted the Ayat in such
a way as to remove all possible doubts. Bahaduor
Shah was pleased to learn this and his anxietywas
remcved.

On the eighth day Bakadur Shah went to the
court of Aurangzeb. Many learned men and
scholars were present. The King reminded him
of the Ayat, the exvlanation of which he had
promised to give after eight days. Bahadur Shah
at cnce explained the Ayt to the satisfaction of
the Xing and to the pleasure of all present. The
King asked Bahadur Shah if that explanation ias
his own. He spoke the truth, saying that the
credit for coriectly interpreting the Awat was
rightly due to his Mir Munshi. The Mir Muushi
was ordered to present himself in the court. Bhai
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Nand Lal went before the Emperor, The King in
order to test him asked him again the meaning
of the Ayat. The interpretation was-so beantifully
given that the IKing was convinced. Aurangzeb
gave Bhai Nand Lal a prizeof Rupees five hundred,
aud be deparvted. Then surangzeb told his son
that snch a learned schotar should not remain a
Hindua but shonld be at once converted to Mohawm-
madanism. Bahadur shsh said, **All vight,” and
kept this in his mind.

Next day Bahadur Shah increased the pay of
Bhai Nand Lal and began to pay him more respect
than before. Afterafewdayshedisclosed the secret
that it was the King’s order that he should be con-
verted to Islam. Bhai Nand Lal was struck with
surprise and became silent; he, however, told the
Prince that he would letf him krow his decision
afrer a while.

There was a man unamed Ghias-ud-Din,
Darogha of the court, who was rather intimate
with Bhai Nand Lal, and used to discuss religious
topies with him. Bhai Nand Lal always thought
him to be his friend and the Darogha always
regarded the Bhai to be his religious instructor.
The Bhai sent for him and told him that Bahadur
Shah wanted to convert him to Islam. He also
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told him that he had no desire then to live there
under those circumstances. (Ghias-ud-Din Lad
complete faith in him, he wept and said that he
woul@ follow him whereever he went. tut the
Bhai paused a while and told him that if he
accompanied him they would both be soon cauzht,
and theretore it was expedient for him to leave the
place that night and 1f the Darogha wanied to meet
him again he could do so after a few days at
Lahore by taking leave from the Priuce.

AT ANANDPUR.

At lest Bhai Nand Lal left the place secretly
tnat very night and taking swift and long marches
reached Labore in about a week and put up in a
Sarai. Next day his servant of Ghazui died, and
his funeral rites were performed at Lahore.

When the Prince canie to know that the Bhai
had gone away he searched fer him all round, but
no trace could Le fonnd. After four days Ghias-ud-
Bin also took one month’s leave and met the Bhai
at Lahore. Bhai Nand Lal was in a state of sorrow
for the death of his faithful servant and on seeing
Ghias-ud-Bin he again picked up courage.

Bhai Naud Lal went to Anandpur with Ghias-
ud-Din. He obtained a lodging and took rest.
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Early in the morning next day he took his kath,
put oun a ciean dress and presenied himself at the
Gurw’s Darbar. This was about the year 1741-42
and the age of Bhai Nand Lal was forty one or
forty two.

Bhai Nand Lal bad brought some offerings for
the Guru. He presented his offerings and was
greatly delighted at obtaiuing the sight of the
Guru. Ghias-ud-Din also presented fifty gold
mohars and bowed and sat. Bhai Nand Lal and
Ghias-ud-Din both related their accounts of what
had happened to them. The Guru asked Ghics-
ud-Din if he had adopted a murshid.

On this Ghias-ud-Din pointed ozt Bhai Nand
Lal. The Guru was pleased and smuiled. At that
time a Sikh who was near by said to him that it
was improper for him to talk like this in presence
of the Satguru. At this the Guru said to the Sikh
“ Ghias~-ud-Din is the disciple of Bhai Nand Lal
and that latter is my disciple which meass that
both are my disciples.” The Gura gave them a
gocd loaging and told them to serve the Guru’s
Sangat.

Ghias-ud-Din left for Agra, as his one month’s
leave was over and Bhai Nand Lal remained there.
On his departure he promised not to disclose the
secret of Bhai Nx«nd Lal’s being at Anandpur.
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Bhai Naud Lal began to reside at Anandpur,
performing tane Guru's service, and gradnally be-
came familiar with the practice of the Darbar and
was ready to do anything which the Guru ordered
him to de.

In those days there were many poets with the
Guru and they used to translate old reiigious beoks.
Bhai Nand Lal put many questions to the Guru
about Sikh religion in order to remcve his doults
and was savisfied.

Bhai Nand Lal also composed a boek of poems
and named it Bacdgi Nama. The beok coutaing
the doctrines of the Sikh Religion, besides discour-
ses on the devotion to the Guru and God, knowledge
of God, meditation, Jog, Vairag and prayers ete.
The poetry of the book is very attractive and im-
pressive  ‘This boels Bhai Nand Lal presented to
the Guru. He wag to explain and interpret the
verses of the book daily at the Diwan and this was
doue as ordered by the Gurn. After some time
when the book was finished the Guruin creat
pleasure asked the Bhai Sahib about the name of
the bool, to which he answered * Bandgi Nama'.
The Gurn changed the name to ‘Zindgi Nama’ anc
wrote the tollowing verse at the end of the book.

“ Zob-i-haivan pur shuda choon jare-i-o
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Zindgi Nama shuda zan nam-i-o”.

- “As this eup is full of thelife-giving nectar it is
to be called the Zindegi Nama or the Book of Life.”

The Guaru having written this' verse said
whosoever reads this took with love will purify his
human life. He also received the title of ¢Bhai’
from that day, a1 d his book is allowed to ba recit-
ed 1 the Golden Temple, Amritsar, though beside
the Gnru's Word no other man’s verses are permit-

ted to he sung within that holy temple of the
Sikhs, except those of Bhai Gurdas.

Bhai Nand Lal acquired such a deep love for
the presence of the Guru, that he never cared for
his home, his wife and children. They were looked
after by his parents-in-law. There was no such
postal and railway arrangements as we kave in
these days, so every month'a mutaal exchange of
news cou:d be had by a messeager.

.When the Guru came to know of the two sons
of Bhai Nand Lal at Multai, he sent for the Bhai
telling him that he would write to his Sikhs at
Multan to look after the two boys and to make
offevings to them and treat the offerings as having
reached the Guru. *But the Bhai requested the
‘Guru that it had been their ancestral profession to-
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earn their livelihood by serving Nawabs and
Rajas, so he did not wish to make his sons loafers;
they only required the Guru’s kind attention. The
Rurn was pleased to hear it and blessed him.

His love for the sight of the Guru had resach-
ed such a pitch that he was not -even satisfied by
seeing the Guru daily. The Guru was also pleased
with him., and his discourses were a pleasure to
him. The Bhai in his tarn was so enamoured of
the Guru that he composed verses about the Guru
in whichever mood he saw him. When he unfortu-
nately could not nave a view of him, he would
describe his restlessness in prems which he woald
afterwards recite before the Guru,

At Anandpur the @Guaru had opened free
kitchens for the poor and the needy and Bhai Nand
Lal also was incharge of one of tuem. One day the
Sikes fell into a dizcussion as to which of the
kitchens was serving better. The news of this
quarrel reached the Guru and he made up his mind
to hold a secret test of them all. One day he dis-
guised bimself and went to a kitchen and said
that he was hungry and wanted some food. The
Sikhs serving in one of the kitchens said that the
food was not yet ready, that if he would wait for
some time he would get it. Then the Guru went
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to another kitchen and asked for food.. The
manager of the kitchen said that if he only waited
for other people to come round, he could eat along
with them. "Theuhe went to the third and asked
for something to eat but they said that food would
be distributed afrer grace was said.  In this way
all kitchen managers refused him food, making
different excuses. But when the Guru went to the
kitchen of Bhai Nand Lal heoffered cooked articles
of food in whatever form they were and said
that ‘‘ That much was ready and other things
would be ready shortly ” The Guru carried away
the things and kept tuem in one place.” Then at
the evening Diwan he himself started a talk about
the kitohens asking waicu kitchen served better
than others. Answers from the men in charge
did not satisfy the Guru and he said that Bhai
Lal’'s kitcshen was the only one of its kind where
people wers fed freely. He also said that he had
himself gone that morning to all kitchens and
begged for food but all except Bhai Nand Lal had
made evasive excuses. He sent for the articles
obtained from Bhai Nand Lal’s kitehen and show-
ed them to all the Sikhs, They were all surprised
and felt ashmed of their conduct. The Guru
then instructed them to satisfy the wants of any
man:that came to themgat any time and not to send
him back without giving him something.
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In this way Bhai Nand Lal served the Guru
up to the age of seventy two years and breathed

his last at the feet of the Guru and made the best
use of his life.

- Out of the two sons of Bhai Nand Lal, Diwau
Lakpat Rai died childless, while Diwan Lila Ram’s
descendents live at Aghapura to the present day,
holding respectable posts in Govmnmeut aud
Bahawalpur State service.

It would not be out of place to mention that
dakhalus of Bhai Naund Lal was ‘“Goya”, a
speaker, meaning thereby that .it was some oue
else who made bim speax, he himself could have
done nothing. ' ’ i

His e,¢ht works are as foltows :—
“3.,  Dastur-ul-Insha contains instruections

about letter-writing in Persian with a numler of
model letters for various occasiens.

2. Arz-ul-Alfaz:——a vocabulary of different
words and phrases of Aiabic.

0

3. Tausif-o-Sana  a prose book with some
poems at the end is composed of very difficult
expressions and phrases in Persian and Arabie.
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4. Khatmah is a poem in Persian written
in praize of God and countains Persian and Arabic
terminology of the worldiy things and is a very.
scholarly book.

3. Jot Bigas wa Mujmna Anwar is a
_poem in Persian. It tells how the sonl of Gura
Nanak transaiigrated into the bodies of the uext
nine Gurus and liow it worked according to the
age and time.

§. Zindei Nama——contains vules of the Jife
of a Sikh.

7. Ganj Nama——contains praises of the
ten Gurus and is parily in prose and is partly in
verse.

8. Diwan Goya—--zontains poems of Bhai
Naund Lal in praise of Gura Gobind Singh.

The books Nos. 5, 6 and 8 have been translat-
ed into Panjabi and have been published by my
fether, Bhai Megh Raj Ji, late Government Pen-
sioner aud famous Hakim and Persian scholar of
Muzaffargarh. The translations named ‘‘Prem
Samundar’, Prem Savowar” aud ‘* Prem Phal-
wari ” ecan be had in the market-
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EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF BHAI
NAND LAL.

The following are extracts from Zindgi Nama
or ¢ Bestower of eternal life’:

Both worlds here and hereafter are filled with
God’s light ;

The Sun and Moon are merely servants who
hold his torches.*

if, my friend, thou associate with the holy,
thou shall obtain abiding wealth.

Evil is that society from which evil resulteth;
and which will all last bring sorrow in its train.

As far as may be, remain servants, and claim
not to be Master.*

A servant ought not to search for aught but
service.

* This was addressed to those who held the sun
anp moon to be gods and objects of worship.
* Some Vedantists with their pantheistic ideas
clairn to be God himself.
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Hence, my friend, thou onghtest to distinguish
between thyself and God. Even if thoun art
united with Him, utter not one word which doth
not express thy subjection to Him. When Mansur
said, I am God, they put his head on the gibbet.

This heart of thine, ® man, is God’s temple.
What shall [ say ? This is God’s ordinance.-

Though thy Lord and converseth with thee,
Yet through thy stupidity thou ronnest in every
direction to find Him. -

The Omnipotent is manifested by his omni,o-
tence.

“'Sweetness trickleth from the words of the
holy ; the water ot iife drippeth from every hair
of their bodies.

lhe saints are the same without and within ;
both words are subject to their orders.

They who search for God are ever civil.

—
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Courtesy pointeth out the way that leadeth to
God. The discourteous are beyond God’s kind-
ness*

In the following extract from from Bhai Nand
Lal’'s Biwan Goya, a clear distinetion is drawn be-
tween God and man: —

Although the wave and the ocean both consist
of water, vet there is a great difference between
them. [ am one wave of Thee who art an endless
sea. Thou art as distinet from me as heaven is

from earth.

* After the denth of Awrengzeb Bhai Nand Lal
found a patron in his son the Emperor DBahadur
Shah, under whom he found leisure to write his
works on the Sikh religion.



